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Stewardship Is God’s Way of Raising People
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gencrations, the sublect of sterardship
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“Steward” is a strong
biblical word that im-
plies “‘servanthood” and
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This makes pecsonal fadomption and 80
cial responsioility inseparsble. Giving is
a pecsonal matler, a reflection of one's
character: how one acts oward a negh-
bor, Biblical stewardship assumes we

o
cal, economis, and faial m..;n Hclp»
ing others has evolved from a persoml
exercise af individual vire (0 an imper-
soml expiession of public concem.
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“Hew doss an imderstanding of stevard-
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oo 1926 imes I dhe B, The
<ancept of stewarddip i woven fike 1
thiéad of o tapeitry throughout the 00
Testament. The brosd concept of siew-
ardship 3s Jesus' primary subject in 17 of
i 38 parables, and it occupies one verse
outof every six in the gospels. This oftea

avoided foplc is scually onc of the lofiest |

themes of seriprure.
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I modem history, the first sigeificant
sbift ey from stewardship started in the
mid-18005 when Ameriea became uhan-
, industrialiacd, and capltalzcd. The
wealthy Camcgies ‘id Rockefelles em-
braced theconeept o hiliropy, which
is 2 humnistic word “iriead of
Iumankind” 28 distinet from the. "szmm
of God" s ip comept, Socinl
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We have shifted radi-
cally from a people and
culturé¢ dominated by
biblically-driven stew-
ardship values to ome
motivated by the values
of philanthropy.
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than 1o cdueating and encouraging the
individunl,  Fundmaising gunus stress

for What i in it for you—

Father than our awn,

Fhilanthropy, an the ather hand, is .
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i the rerm development be-
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from 12,500 1o more than one million.
The dreamof the Grest Socicty vas in full
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Development ecompasses those activi-
es. that encousige giving, and in our
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